
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

October Sky - Bill Nelson 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Tabbed by Twilightcapers 

 

 

Tuning:EADGBe 

 

| (079900) = chord shape 

| x = mute note 

|(9) = optional or alternative note 

| * = harmonic  

| ~ = vibrato or sustain 

| / = slide up 

| \ = slide down 

| h = hammer-on 

| p = pull-off 

| b = bend 

| r = release bend 

| ^ = slight bend 

| s = slur, very rapid slide sounds like one note 

| D/A = chord/bass note (or chord inversion) 

| (00:31) = time stamp 

| 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| = rhythm 

 

 

An appropriately jazzy tune from the Jazz Of Lights album. Lots of guitar solos 

here, with Bill's signature blues licks and diminished runs. I've squeezed some 

solo parts in with the chord tab but of course you can't always play both 'live'. 

 

 

Intro: Synth plays Gb6/9 chord (x98899)  

 

 

___Gb6/9_(x98899)__________________________________________________ 

   

e|(9)-----------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|(9)-----------------------------|--------------------------------| 

G|(8)-----------------------------|--------------------------------| 

D|(8)-----------------------------|---------6h8\6p4----------------| 

A|(9)-----------------------------|-----------------6---4----------| 

E|--------------------------------|-----------------------6s4---2--| 

 

 

(00:29) 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|-8s9---------x---------------x--|---------2-------4b6~~r4b6~~~r4~p2~ 

B|-8s9---------5---------------4--|-----4-x-----4------------------| 

G|-7s8---------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

D|-7s8---------4---------------3--|--------------------------------| 

A|-------------x---------------x--|--------------------------------| 

E|-------------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

 

 | 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 

 

 

 

  



___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|-8s9---------x---------------x--|-----------2--------------------| 

B|-8s9---------5---------------4--|---------2---2-5---2------------| 

G|-7s8---------5---------------4--|-----4b6---------4---5-4-2---4--| 

D|-7s8---------4---------------3--|---------------------------4----| 

A|-------------x---------------x--|--------------------------------| 

E|-------------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

  

e|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|--------------------------------|------------------7-------------| 

G|-2h3----------------------------|---------------6h8--------------| 

D|----4-2--------/4~--------------|----------4h6/8-----------------| 

A|-------4-3-2\1------------------|-----4h5h6----------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

                                                      "Let's take a..." 

e|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|-----5h7p5p4-5p4---4------------|--------------------------------| 

G|-----------------6---4h6-4\2----2\1------------------------------| 

D|-----------------------------4-----2---2-------------------------| 

A|--------------------------------|----4---------------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

Verse: 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

  "Ride...                                      to   the  edge   of..." 

e|-8s9---------x---------------x--|--------------------------------| 

B|-8s9---------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

G|-7s8---------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

D|-7s8---------4---------------3--|--------------------------------| 

A|-------------x---------------x--|--------------------------------| 

E|-------------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

 

 | 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

  "Town...                                            let's climb that..." 

e|-8s9---------x---------------x--|--------------------------------| 

B|-8s9---------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

G|-7s8---------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

D|-7s8---------4---------------3--|--------------------------------| 

A|-------------x---------------x--|--------------------------------| 

E|-------------5---------------4--|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

  "Hill...                                      watch the sun go..." 

e|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|--------------------------------|-----7--------------------------| 

G|-----------------------------6--|-6/8----------------------------| 

D|---------------------4---6/8----|--------------------------------| 

A|-----------------4h6------------|--------------------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 



___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

  "Down... 

e|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

G|---------------------4^-4-2h3---|--------------------------------| 

D|------------------------------4-2p0------------------------------| 

A|--------------------------------|---4-3-2------/9\7~~~~~~~/------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

Chorus: (01:06) 

 

 

___E7sus4/A________________________________________________________ 

                                 "October       sky..." 

e|(0)-----------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|(10)-----------10---------------|--------------------------------| 

G|(7)------9---8----7~~~\---------|--------------------------------| 

D|(9)----8---7--------------------|--------------------------------| 

A|(0)--7--------------------------|--------------------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___E7sus4/A________________________________________________________ 

                                   "Rivers      and rain    clouds..." 

                                 "October       sky..."                        

e|-------------0------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|-10----------10-----------------|--------------------------------| 

G|-7-----------7------------------|--------------------------------| 

D|-9-----------9------------------|--------------------------------| 

A|-0-----------0------------------|--------------------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___E7sus4/A_________________________________________________A7_____ 

                                   "Luminous        blue..." 

e|-------------0------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|-10----------10-----------------|-------------------------8------| 

G|-7-----------7------------------|-------------------------6------| 

D|-9-----------9------------------|-------------------------7------| 

A|-0-----------0------------------|-------------------------0------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 | 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 

 

 

Guitar solo: (01:24) 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

G|--------------------------------|----------------------------6-8-| 

D|-----------4-6---6^-----4-6-----|-4~------6-------------4-6/8----| 

A|-------4/6-------------------6--|-------------------4/6----------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

 

  



___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|-------------9-11---------------|--------------------------------| 

B|-7~------9/11----11s9-7-9-7---7----------------------------------| 

G|----------------------------8--8-6h8p6--6\4---4\3---3------------| 

D|--------------------------------|-----8-----6-----4---4----------| 

A|--------------------------------|-----------------------6-4s2----| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

G|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

D|---------3-----4-----6----/8-----/9-----8----/11----11~~~~~~\----| 

A|-----4-6------------------------|--------------------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 | 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

                                                         "Venus shines..." 

e|-------------2--------4--2------|--------------------------------| 

B|-------------------5-------2-4s5-4--2----------------------------| 

G|--------------------------------|------4--2h3--------------------| 

D|--------------------------------|-------------4-----------2/4p2~-| 

A|--------------------------------|---------------4--2--\1---------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

Repeat verse: (01:38) 

 

Chorus: (02:00) 

 

 

___E7sus4/A________________________________________________________ 

                                 "October sky..."                        

e|(0)-------------------10-9-7----|--------------------------------| 

B|(10)-----------10---9-----------|--------------------------------| 

G|(7)------9---9----7-------------|--------------------------------| 

D|(9)----8---8--------------------|--------------------------------| 

A|(0)--7--------------------------|--------------------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

Etc, until... 

 

Middle eight: (02:19) 

 

 

___F#__________________G_______A________________________B__________ 

   

e|-2-------------------3-------5--|--------------------------------| 

B|-2-------------------3-------5--|---------------------4----------| 

G|-3-------------------4-------6--|---------------------4----------| 

D|-4-------------------5-------7--|---------------------4----------| 

A|-4-------------------5-------7--|---------------------2----------| 

E|-2-------------------3-------5--|--------------------------------| 

 

 | 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 1 - & - 2 - & - 3 - & - 4 - & -| 

 

  



___F#__________________A_______G___________________________________ 

   

e|-2-------------------5-------3--|--------------------------------| 

B|-2-------------------5-------3--|--------------------------------| 

G|-3-------------------6-------4--|-------------------5----4~------| 

D|-4-------------------7-------5--|-----------5----4----3----------| 

A|-4-------------------7-------5--|--------4----3------------------| 

E|-2-------------------5-------3--|-----3--------------------------| 

 

 

___B___________________C#______D________________________E__________ 

   

e|-7-------------------9-------10-|--------------------------------| 

B|-7-------------------9-------10-|---------------------9----------| 

G|-8-------------------10------11-|---------------------9----------| 

D|-9-------------------11------12-|---------------------9----------| 

A|-9-------------------11------12-|---------------------7----------| 

E|-7-------------------9-------10-|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___B___________________D_______C#__________________________________ 

   

e|-7-------------------10------9--|---------------------------12-11-9~ 

B|-7-------------------10------9--|---------------------12--11-----| 

G|-8-------------------11------10-|---------------11--10--9--------| 

D|-9-------------------12------11-|---------11--10--9--------------| 

A|-9-------------------12------11-|-------10--9--------------------| 

E|-7-------------------10------9--|-----9--------------------------| 

 

 

Organ solo: (02:37) over verse changes. 

 

Repeat verse. 

Repeat chorus. 

 

Guitar solo two: (03:33) 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|-14-----------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|---13--14-----------------------|--------------------------------| 

G|-----11--13--14-----------------|--------------------------------| 

D|-----------12--13--14-----------|-----------------------------4~-| 

A|-----------------12--13---------|------------------------4h5h6---| 

E|-----------------------12\11~---|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|--------------------------------|-7~--------------------------9b11~ 

G|-----------------------------6--|--------------------------------| 

D|---------6/8-4~----------6s8----|--------------------------------| 

A|-----6p4-------------6p4--------|--------------------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

 

  



___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|-------------------------2---4----2------------------------------| 

B|-9b11--------7---7--\2-----2--------2-5-4-2---2------------------| 

G|--------------------------------|-----------4--2h3---------------| 

D|--------------------------------|------------------4--2----------| 

A|--------------------------------|-----------------------4--------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___Gb6/9_______Am6_____________Abm6________________________________ 

   

e|--------------------------------|-------------------------11--14~~ 

B|-----------------------------7~-|-----------------9/11-14--------| 

G|---------------------6---8------|-----8--------------------------| 

D|-------------4--6s8-------------|--------------------------------| 

A|---------4h6--------------------|--------------------------------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

Repeat verse until: (04:09) 

 

Both chords and solo parts tabbed together for brevity. Try to let the open A 

string ring while sliding the chords up and down. 

There's an accidental (intended?) harmonic here *  

 

 

"October..." 

 

 

___F#m/A___________________________________________________________ 

  "Sky...                                                  October..." 

e|--------------------------------|-----------------2~-------------| 

B|/7------------------------------|---------0*--2-----------7--\6--| 

G|/6---------------4b6r4~---------|-----2-------------------6--\5--| 

D|/7-----------------------------2/4------------------------7--\6--| 

A|-0------------------------------|-------------------------0~~~~~~~ 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___Em/A____________________________________________________________ 

  "Sky... 

e|-----------------0-8-7-5--------|--------------------------------| 

B|\5---------------0------8-7-5---5-------------------------5--/6--| 

G|\4-------------x--------------7---5h6---------------------4--/5--| 

D|\5------------x-----------------|-----7-5-------5p4~------5--/6--| 

A|~~-----------x------------------|---------7p5\4-----------0~~~~~~~ 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

___F#m/A___________________________________________________________ 

  "Sky...                                                  October..." 

e|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

B|/7------------------10---12--13^------10--12---10~--------7--\6--| 

G|/6-------------9-11-------------|-----------11------------6--\5--| 

D|/7-------7h9/11-----------------|-------------------------7--\6--| 

A|~~---7/9------------------------|-------------------------0~~~~~~~ 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

 

  



___Em/A____________________________________________________________ 

  "Sky... 

e|-----------/9-7-5--5------------|--------------------------------| 

B|\5---------------7---8-7-5----5-|--------------------------------| 

G|\4-------------------------7----5h6------------------------------| 

D|\5------------------------------|-----7---5-------------5/7~-----| 

A|~~------------------------------|-------------7---5--p4----------| 

E|--------------------------------|--------------------------------| 

 

 

Ending... 

 

 

___Gb6/9___________________________________________________________ 

   

e|-9-------6-7-9-7p6-----------------------------------------------| 

B|-9----------------7----------------------------------------------| 

G|-8------------------8---------6-4h6p4\3h4p3\1-3---/6~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

D|-8--------------------8------------------------------------------| 

A|-9----------------------9-6\4------------------------------------| 

E|-----------------------------------------------------------------| 

Free time... 

 

 

Words & music by Bill Nelson 

 


